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TEACHER’S GUIDE  
Marlies Verhelst & Linde Faas 
KING LION'S FEAST 
(Lemniscaat) 
 
THEMES: PARTY, ANIMALS, FOOD 
 
All the animals are making food for 
King Lion’s feast. It’s King Lion’s 
birthday! Tarantula has made a 
delicious cake. But when Tarantula 
leaves the cake on the table for a 
moment, the best part of the cake 
disappears. Tarantula is angry. 
Who is the thief? Find the culprit 
together with Tarantula! 
 
 
READING 
In King Lion’s Feast, part of the cake 
has disappeared.  
Introduce the book by removing 
something from a birthday cake and hiding it. Place the cake in the circle of children. Look at 
the cake in surprise. Are there any children who notice why you are surprised? Ask them who 
took something from the cake.  
Take the book and read the story to the children. Ask them who stole the treat off the cake. 
Let the children tell you about the birthday cakes from their own birthdays. Finally, the 
children go searching for the missing part of the class’s birthday cake.  
 
A FEAST FOR THE CHILDREN 
Organise a feast for the entire group! Each day, choose an activity to prepare for the feast. 
The feast will take place on the last day.  
 
INVITATIONS 
Invite guests to the feast. Together with the children, decide who to invite. Make the 
invitations together. Fold sheets of A4 paper in two and let the children draw birthday cakes 
on them with black felt-tip pens and colour them in with coloured pencils. They then stamp or 
copy the word “invitation” on the front. 
Compile a text for the guests and write or glue it inside each invitation. Make sure that the 
text says when the feast will be held, where it will be held and at what time the guests are 
expected. 
Let the children give their invitations to the guest(s) in person.  
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PARTY FESTOON 
When it’s your birthday, the house is often decorated with festoons and paper lanterns. 
Festoons have been put up for King Lion’s birthday, too. Look at these festoons in the book. 
Ask the children how their house is decorated when it’s their birthday. 
Show the children a festoon with a sequence of different colours. Point out the sequence to 
the children. 
Cut out paper triangles (flags) of different colours. Lay a rope in the circle and place two flags 
along it, e.g. yellow and red. Ask the children to complete the sequence until the rope is full. 
Remove the flags and place a new sequence. Expand the sequence from two to three or more 
colours.  
 
SUGGESTIONS:  

•  blue – green  
•  yellow – red – blue 
•  green – green – red 
•  red – blue – green – yellow 

 
Tell the children to make festoons for the feast. One group of children makes a festoon of 
flags by cutting triangles of different colours out of paper and attaching them to a string. 
Another group makes a ring festoon by cutting strips of paper of approximately two 
centimetres wide and gluing them into interlocking circles. A third group creates a festoon out 
of toilet rolls. They first paint the rolls in different colours and then string them onto a rope. 
Each festoon should have repeating sequences of colours. Hang up the festoons.  
 
TABLECLOTH 
All the animals make food for King Lion. The food is put on a festive table.  
Prepare a festive table for your feast. Lay down a plain tablecloth or sheet. Let the children 
decorate the tablecloth. There are different ways to do this.  
The children can draw festive things, like balloons, musical instruments, party hats, candy and 
cupcakes. The cloth can also be stamped using caps, sponges, toilet rolls, corks and potatoes. 
You can stamp any way you like or use the stamps to make patterns. 
A completely different kind of tablecloth can be made by drawing wavy lines, zig-zagging 
lines and serrated lines across the width of the cloth using felt-tip markers, wax crayons or 
paint. 
Instead of a tablecloth, you can also use placemats. Give each child a sheet of paper to 
decorate in one of the ways described above. After that, laminate the works. Now the 
placemats are done. See how festive the table looks with them! 
 
PARTY DECORATIONS 
There is a pretty tablecloth on the table. To make the table even more festive, the children 
create decorations. 
Let the children paint glass jars with transparent enamel or glue wrapping tissue on them. Put 
the jars on the table and put a led light or tealight in each jar. 
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The table also needs flowers. Collect small bottles. The children decorate the necks of the 
bottles by covering them with glue and wrapping cotton twine around them. After that, they 
fold pretty flowers. They take a small square of folding paper and fold it diagonally. They 
turn it so that the point is facing away from them, then fold the outer corners up and glue them 
in place. Now the flower is finished. Glue it on a straw and put it in a vase (bottle). 
You can also make flowers out of paper tissues. The children place the tissue in front of them 
and fold the edge over, then turn the tissue over and fold the edge again in the other direction, 
creating a concertina. Use a thread to tie the folded tissue together at the centre. The tissues 
consist of multiple layers. Pull these layers apart from the outside in. Stick a skewer through 
the middle and put the flower in a vase (bottle). 
 
LAYING THE TABLE 
The table decorations are finished. All that is missing now are the plates, cups and cutlery. 
These need to be laid out nicely on the table. The children practice how. 
Prepare six places, six cups, six forks, knives and spoons and six napkins. Write the numbers 
one through six on a sheet of paper and draw a picture of one of the objects to be laid on the 
table next to each number, e.g. draw a plate next to the number two. 
The children take turns rolling a die. Ask the children what they rolled and which thing 
should be laid on the table. 
One of the children sets the table. Continue in this manner. As you go on, tell the children 
how the cutlery should be arranged, where the napkin can go and how to position the glass.  
 
PARTY GUESTS 
There are a lot of animals at King Lion’s party, and they are having a lot of fun.  
Look in the book to see who has come to the party, Let one of the children name one of the 
guests. After that, another child repeats what the first child said and names another of the 
guests in the book. Choose a third child, who repeats the first two guests and adds a third 
animal. How many of the animals in the book can the children remember in the right order? 
Now look around the room. Ask the children who is coming to your party. Repeat the activity 
above with the names of the children from your class or the names of the guests you have 
invited.  
 
FULL PLATES 
All the guests are at the table.  
Together with the children, look at the last page of the book. Collect e.g. stuffed animals 
corresponding with these animals and put them around a laid table. These animals are the 
guests. Ask the children to help you serve the guests. Provide plastic pieces of food and put 
them in the circle. Give the children instructions that require them to listen carefully to what 
each guest wants. Start out with single instructions and then move on to compound 
instructions. 
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SUGGESTIONS:  
Put the cake on the table. 
Bring the crocodile a tasty fish. 
The lion wants a piece of meat and a muffin. 
Give the giraffe something green and a tomato. 
The snake would like an egg, fries and a carrot. 
The gorilla eats a banana, a tasty berry and an apple.  
 
THE PRETTIEST CAKE 
No party is complete without a spectacular cake. The children build their own cake. 
Collect boxes of different sizes. Paint the boxes in different colours or glue different colours 
of paper on them and stack them on top of each other. Decorate the cake with stickers, pom-
poms, sequins and confetti. Put the cake on a platter. 
Another way to make a cake is to cut paper or wallpaper samples into strips with different 
dimensions. The children glue the strips on a sheet of paper in order from long to short, with 
the longest one at the bottom and the shortest one at the top. After that, they make candles out 
of paper scraps and glue them on the cake. Decorate the cake with stickers. 
Hang a bright paper or vinyl tablecloth on the wall and stick the children’s work on it. 
For the guests who prefer cupcakes, the children make cakes out of clay. They fill a cupcake 
shape with clay and decorate it using sculpting tools. After that, they decorate it further with 
beads, a flag on a stick, candle or drink umbrella. When the clay is dry, it is time to paint the 
cupcakes. Present the cupcakes by placing them on a tiered cake stand.  
 
THE TASTIEST CAKE 
Of course, the children can’t eat crafted cakes: they want a real one! 
Create a tiered cake together by baking three cakes of different sizes. Find a recipe for sponge 
cake and collect the ingredients. Put them in the circle while telling the children what they 
are. Ask the children if they have ever used any of them and what they are for. Then follow 
the recipe step by step. Let the children help you make the dough by weighing ingredients, 
putting them in the bowl and mixing them together. 
After the cakes have been baked in the oven, cut each of them into two layers. Spread 
whipped cream, jam, custard or peanut butter between the layers. Stack the layers on top of 
each other and spread whipped cream on the cake. Let the children decorate the cake with 
chocolate sprinkles, flakes, pearls, hundreds and thousands, etc.  
 
THE FEAST 
The day has arrived: it’s time for the feast!  
The guests arrive in fancy clothes and sit down at the festively laid table. Pour out the fizzy 
apple juice (children’s champagne) and play cheerful music as the cake is cut. Together, raise 
a glass to King Lion’s birthday!  
T I P ! Have all the guests bring bite-size snacks and present them on pretty platters and 
plates.  
After dinner, play a few games, like:  
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WHO’S BEEN NIBBLING ON THE CAKE? 
Tarantula discovers that someone has stolen something from the cake.  
Take out the book and show the children the party cake on the first page. Then look at the 
cake on the second page. Can the children figure out what is missing?  
Tell the children that there are five pieces of meat on the table. Give each child five counters, 
which they place in front of them. Choose one child to be Tarantula. This child leaves the 
room. Choose another child, who removes a piece of meat from Tarantula’s cake. Tarantula 
returns and looks for the culprit who’s been nibbling on his cake.  
 
THE GLASS TOWER 
On the last page of the book, various animals are carrying serving trays full of glasses. Find 
them and count the glasses on each tray. Make a tower of plastic wine or champagne glasses. 
Take turns to remove a glass from the tower. You’re not allowed to remove the glass at the 
top! Whoever causes the tower to collapse loses.  
 

Lesson suggestions written by Anke van Boxmeer and Els van Dijck 
 
 


